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Fossils and Farmscapes Ramble
A vast sweep of history is recorded in the land along
this Trail, which zigzags across Calvert County
from the shores of the Chesapeake to the Patuxent
River’s edge. The towering cliffs on the Bay side are
etched with imprints of creatures that lived thousands of years ago.
But as the cliffs level out to flatter land near the river, you sense the
past on a more human scale. Here, it is people who have left their
mark on the landscape, in the form of rolling farms and fields. The
juxtaposition of old and very old, of scenes carved by nature and those
carved by man, gives this Trail its unique rhythm and character.
To treat this Trail as a quick diversion would be to miss the spirit of the
journey. Allow yourself plenty of time to experience the region’s flavor:
literally, in the sweet taste of vine-ripened tomatoes at a roadside
market or a crab cake sandwich from a diner that the locals haunt.
And figuratively, in the spirit of the people you’ll meet along the way,
people like Mimi Little, an artist who uses a paintbrush to tell a story
about the area’s disappearing tobacco barns and the way of life they
represent. Or like Selena Andersen, who introduces the children who
visit her farm to horseback riding, koi ponds and winged things.
Look with new eyes as this Trail unfolds. Train your eye to find the
triangle shapes of sharks’ teeth in a swath of crushed shells. Discover
warty gourds hollowed into birdhouses and rugs woven from sheep’s
wool. Spend the night in a B&B that was built at the turn of the century.
Take home a metal sculpture inspired by the night sky or a fired-clay
platter imprinted with fern fronds or even a very perfect pumpkin to
adorn your autumn doorstep.
It takes an extra effort to find the out-of-the-way spots, to find the
things made special because they are made by hand, to find the
things grown and harvested here. But in the end, you may find that
discovering these things is the journey itself.
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There’s no better place to spend the hot summer months than on the beach, and
North Beach’s seven-block Chesapeake Bay waterfront serves as the perfect sun
and sand weekend destination. Take the kids for a bike ride along the half-mile
of boardwalk, anchor yourself in the sand for a few hours of relaxing, comb for
sharks’ teeth on the public beach (don’t forget your sunblock!), and end the day
with sunset fishing on the pier.
The sand isn’t the only thing that draws people to this charming town. Nature
enthusiasts can enjoy the wildlife refuge, located in the tidal marshlands that host
seasonal migrations and are home to native wildlife year round. Shopaholics and
antiques hunters always find treasures in the quaint but lively shops. Or perhaps
you’re more of a history buff? If so, don’t miss the Bayside History Museum, which
offers unique insight into the historic bayside cultures shaped by
the Chesapeake Bay environment.
There’s a good chance you’re not far from a party of some sort in
this town. From the weekly Classic Car Cruise-In, Friday farmers’
markets and free concerts in the summer to the December
Christmas parade, you’ll find a full schedule of fun events on
the town’s website.
And it’s a good bet your excursions will really
whet your appetite for some great beach food.
Stop for lunch at Bilvil, or recharge your batteries
with an espresso and a muffin from Sweet Sue’s
Bake Shop & Coffee Bar. Whether you crave local
seafood, a simple salad or a juicy steak, there’s
always a close fix.
www.ci.north-beach.md.us

Fossils and Farmscapes Ramble
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On the Fossils and Farmscapes Ramble, you’ll follow MD Route
2/4 (Solomons Island Road) down the center spine of Calvert
County, with frequent detours in both directions to the water’s
edge. Calvert is cradled by the Chesapeake Bay to the east and
the Patuxent River to the west, so you are in for a delightful mix
of farmland, marsh, shoreline and every environment in between.
This Trail “starts at the top,” in the town of North Beach.

SeaScapes Home Accents, Gifts & Inspiration
4105 7th Street, North Beach
Owner Lisa Payne has blended treasures by local artisans
with home furnishings and giftware in this eclectic shop.
Placements are carefully chosen to showcase the art in much
the way it would look in your own home: hand-painted
drinking glasses and pottery adorn a dining table, a bold
painted canvas is perched atop a china cabinet, small framed
works line a fireplace mantle and sculptures grace a garden
setting with the sounds of fountains in the background. In
the spirit of “blending,” SeaScapes hosts a number of art
shows a year, inviting Southern Maryland artists to meet and
mingle with store customers and visitors. Open Mon. – Sat.
10 a.m. to 6 p.m., Sun. noon to 5 p.m. (HC) (410) 286-2755,
www.seascapeshome.com
Go one-half block toward the water.

Bilvil, a beaches café
4114 7th Street, North Beach
Rumor has it that many years ago, owner and chef Bil Shockley
bought a lottery ticket and vowed if he won to buy a fabulous
island and call it Bilvil. He didn’t win the lottery, but years
later, he has still managed to create his own small, delicious
corner of paradise with this casual beach café, situated in a
charmingly restored 1940s boarding house. He and his wife,
Sandi, strive to keep the atmosphere friendly and the food
fresh. Bil’s approach to cuisine is to use only fresh whole
foods (locally grown when possible), prepared simply to
allow the ingredients to be the star. All dishes (many are old
family recipes) are made fresh on site, including Bil’s bread.
Open year-round; closed Tuesdays. (HC) (410) 286-7214,
www.bilvil.com

www.somdtrails.com
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Go one-half block (corner of 7th Street and Bay Avenue) to...

Sweet Sue’s Bake Shop & Coffee Bar
9132 Bay Avenue, North Beach
If you need to fortify yourself for a walk on the boardwalk, or
rest and rejuvenate after one, Sweet Sue’s offers the perfect
spot. Sip your favorite espresso drink or enjoy a jumbo muffin and watch the crowds bustle by. The menu here features
freshly baked quiche, sandwiches, wraps, soups and salads
made with locally grown produce from Cox Farm. Cool down
with a fruit smoothie, frozen cappuccino or freshly brewed
iced tea. You can also order goodies to go, including cakes,
pies, party platters, gift baskets and even wedding cakes. Summer hours Tues. – Sun. 7 a.m. to 6 p.m. Closed Mon. (HC)
(410) 286-8041, www.sweetsues-bakeshop.com
50 yards farther south to...

ArtWorks@7th
9128 Bay Avenue, North Beach
This gallery’s success story begins in a cozy space above an
antiques store at the corner of 7th Avenue. Before long, it
was bursting at the seams with elegant paintings, whimsical
carvings, pottery, glass and more, and so it made its way
to its new home across the street on Bay Avenue. This new
gallery space has many nooks and crannies to explore, all
filled with varied and wonderful selections of original art by
the Southern Maryland artists who comprise this co-op. The
gallery offers a full schedule of exhibits and events. If you own
a Southern Maryland business, consider the unique “Deck The
Walls” program, which allows you to display certain artists’
work in your establishment. Summer (May through Oct.)
Thurs. – Sun. 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. Winter (Nov. through April)
Thurs. – Sun. 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. Call for holiday hours. (410)
286-5278, www.artworksat7th.com

www.somdtrails.com

Cross the street to...

At the Bay Healing Arts Center
9129 Bay Avenue, North Beach
Owner Valerie Watson believes that art has healing qualities,
and so the walls of her waiting area are hung with soothing
images of the area and intricate boat models created by a
local boat builder. Enjoy the art while you wait or purchase
some to take away. At the Bay Healing Arts Center offers
massage therapy, acupuncture, reflexology, Reiki, energy
healing, life coaching, stress management and infant massage
classes. Open year-round; call for hours. (410) 286-9110,
www.bayhealingarts.com
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Two blocks down, RIGHT on 3rd Street, a half block over to...

Heron’s Rest Guest Cottage, LLC
4104 3rd Street, North Beach
This adorable 1940s beach cottage, just a half block from the
beach and boardwalk, welcomes travelers seeking a fun and
relaxing destination. Heron’s Rest is named for the heron that
continues to make its home just a stone’s throw from the cottage. The cottage features complimentary continental breakfast, access to gourmet dining and charmingly appointed rooms
with local artist’s/owner’s original art decorating the walls.
You can enjoy an early morning cup of coffee on your seaside
porch as the sun rises over the water or join other vacationers
and local residents at Sweet Sue’s, just a short stroll away, for
friendly conversation and delicious treats. Open year-round.
(410) 741-5056, www.heronsrestcottage.com
Back to RIGHT on Chesapeake Avenue. At 0.2 miles, Chesapeake Avenue becomes Route 261 (Bayside Road). Continue
south 1 mile to RIGHT on Harbour Road, then one block to...

Abner’s Seaside Crab House
3748 Harbor Road, Chesapeake Beach
The long, paper-covered tables are the first clue that a meal
at Abner’s will be a real “hands-on” experience. Opened by
Bobby Abner on Memorial Day in 1966, this authentic crab
house overlooking Fishing Creek still buys crabs straight from
the local watermen and serves them steaming hot for your
family’s feast. Not in the mood for crabs? You can try other
popular favorites like rockfish, fried oysters, filet mignon,
steamed shrimp or one of their daily specials. Summer
hours Tues. 4 p.m. to 9 p.m., Wed. – Sun. noon to 9 p.m.
Check the website for winter hours. (HC) (301)855-6705
(410) 257-3689, www.abnerscrabhouse.com

A Shore Thing
The Bay has more than
11,600 miles of shoreline,
including tidal wetland
islands. That’s more than
the entire west coast of
the United States.
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The location of Chesapeake Beach is so ideal that it was initially founded to be the
grandest beach resort on the Chesapeake Bay. Tourists and day-trippers
flocked here via the Chesapeake Beach Railway to enjoy the luxurious
Belvedere Hotel. The town’s rich and lively history included a boardwalk
park with a bandstand and dancing bears, carousels, casinos, theaters
and a massive roller coaster called The Great Derby. Today, Chesapeake Beach is a perfect blend of its older identities: a bayside retreat
for rest and relaxation stocked with plenty of ways to play.
It’s the ideal place to enjoy a lazy weekend of charter fishing, dining,
wining and unwinding. Treat your inner child to the Chesapeake
Beach Water Park or indulge in some big kid fun at one of the
many local sports bars. Hungry? Crack open a Maryland blue
crab at Abner’s Crab House or pick your own lobster from the
tank at Rod ‘N’ Reel.
Chesapeake Beach station, where the final train chugged away
from the town in 1935, is now the Chesapeake Beach Railway
Museum, offering a look into the hustle and bustle of the town’s
early days. No matter what you choose to do, you’ll enjoy this
town’s casual atmosphere spiced with sea breezes and the smell
of salt water.

All Aboard the Trolley...
In the summer, you can navigate the area (from
Deale through the beaches to Dunkirk) on one of
three trolleys for just a quarter. See www.beachtrolleyassociation.org for schedules and routes.
www.chesapeake-beach.md.us.
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Continue SOUTH on Chesapeake Avenue, which becomes
Route 261 (Bayside Road). Go 0.3 miles to LEFT on Mears Avenue, then LEFT into the parking lot of the restaurant and spa.

Rod ‘N’ Reel Restaurant
4160 Mears Avenue, Chesapeake Beach
The Rod ‘N’ Reel is truly an icon of Northern Calvert. Its
long and lively history is portrayed in fascinating framed
photos on the restaurant walls ... grand dames of North Beach
in 1940s beach attire, sepia views of the pier in the days of
the steamboats, long-ago fishermen posing with their day’s
catch. And speaking of the day’s catch, the seafood here (the
restaurant’s specialty, of course) is fresh and straight from
the water. Be sure to try the jumbo lump crab cakes broiled
to perfection, or a mouth-watering crab imperial made from
a secret recipe. If you’re in the mood for “fall-off-the-bone”
ribs or a well-stacked pulled pork sandwich, go next door to
Smokey Joe’s Grill. Outside at the Boardwalk Café, savor soft
breezes, cold drinks and local favorites. (And don’t miss the
Chesapeake Beach Railway Museum on the grounds for an
exciting taste of area history.) Open Mon. – Fri. 11 a.m. to
10 p.m., Sat. 8 a.m. to 10 p.m., Sun. 8 a.m. to 9 p.m. (HC)
(410) 257-2735, www.cbresortspa.com

Chesapeake Beach Resort & Spa
4165 Mears Avenue, Chesapeake Beach
The Chesapeake Beach Resort & Spa is a landmark
in Calvert County. With a 72-room hotel, two
restaurants and an outdoor café, a full-service
salon and spa, kayak and canoe rentals, charter
fishing and bingo, there really is something for
everyone. Woven throughout the entire resort is the
old-world feel of the early 1900s when Chesapeake
Beach was a popular getaway for people in
Washington and Baltimore. Open year-round. (HC)
(410) 257-2735, www.cbresortspa.com

www.somdtrails.com
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Fossils and Farmscapes Ramble
Go NORTH on Chesapeake Avenue (backtrack!) 0.3 miles to
LEFT on Route 260. Go 2.5 miles to slight LEFT on Mt. Harmony
Road. Go 2.5 miles to LEFT on Fowler Road, 1.3 miles to LEFT
on Route 4, then take immediate RIGHT on Chaneyville Road.
Go 2 miles to winery on RIGHT.

Fridays Creek Winery

Horsing Around!
Horse lovers will enjoy
these next two Trails sites.

3485 Chaneyville Road, Owings
Fridays Creek Winery is a beautiful example of this area’s
transitioning agricultural climate: fields where tobacco once
grew now produce premium wine grapes, and a legacy tobacco barn now houses oak barrels of signature wines. The
interior is stunning — the decor features rich walnut and oak
harvested on the property and includes a tasting room, an art
gallery and seating on the patio overlooking the vineyard. One
of the various Cleary brothers is usually around and happy
to discuss grape growing and wine making. Tastings and
brief tours of the vines available. Open year-round Thurs.
– Mon. 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. (HC) (410) 286-WINE (9463),
www.fridayscreek.com
Continue SOUTH on Huntingtown Road 2.4 miles to RIGHT at
Kings Landing Road. Go 1.5 miles to park entrance.

King’s Landing Park

www.somdtrails.com

3255 King’s Landing Road, Huntingtown
This mixed-use park was once a 47,000-acre farm at the
confluence of two watersheds — King’s Landing Creek and
Cocktown Creek. Today, its 1,400 acres encompass hiking
trails and a 200-foot pier (both HC-accessible), a county
swimming pool and snack bar. There are also equestrian trails,
picnic pavilions, guided canoe trips and children’s programs.
Open year-round. Memorial Day through Labor Day, Mon.
– Sun. 8:30 a.m. to 8 p.m., April/May and Sept./Oct. 8:30
a.m. to 5 p.m. and Nov. through March, weekends 8:30 a.m.
to 5 p.m. (410) 535-2661, www.calvertparks.org
Go NORTH on Kings Landing Road 1.5 miles to stop sign.
Continue straight (now Huntingtown Road) to RIGHT on Route
524 S. (Old Town Road). Go 0.1 miles to RIGHT on Route 2/4
S. (Solomons Island Road), 2.2 miles to LEFT on Route 263
(Plum Point Road), 4 miles to slight RIGHT at fork (stay on Route
263), then 0.2 miles to farm on RIGHT.

Canaan Farm
3381 Plum Point Road, Huntingtown
Artist Selena Daughtrey-Andersen’s farm is all about animals.
Stop in and visit her small barn studio/gallery, and she will
likely introduce you to horses, dogs, cats (and possibly even
peacocks) along the way. Join the butterflies and hummingbirds
that visit the garden in the warm months. You can call ahead
to arrange pony rides and horseback riding for one or several.
And with a little food as reward, the koi at Canaan Farm
might actually let you pet them. Ask her about camps and
classes in the summer months. Selena’s art (paintings and
“colographs,” a merging of collage and printmaking) is also for
sale. Open year-round daily by appointment. (410) 257-0706,
www.canaanfarmscalvert.com
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Farms are a vital part of our local economy, and the Southern
Maryland Agricultural Development Commission (SMADC) has
many resources to help you find the farms that fit your needs.
The extensive So. Maryland, So Good Farm Guide and a full line
of targeted mini-directories like the SMSG Equine Guide, Farmers’
market Guide and Holiday Guide are available around the region
and can also be downloaded FREE from the SMADC website.
And be sure to look for the So. Maryland, So Good logo where you
shop and dine. You’ll get products that are fresh and healthy, and
you’ll be supporting our local farms.

So. Maryland, So Good, Southern Maryland Trails, Buy Local Challenge, Maryland
FarmLINK and Cornelia and the Farm Band are programs of SMADC.
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Backtrack to LEFT on Route 2/4 (Solomons Island Road), then
3.4 miles to RIGHT on Route 231 (Hallowing Point Road). Go
2.5 miles to farm on RIGHT.

Spider Hall Farm
3915 Hallowing Point Road, Prince Frederick
For much of the year, Spider Hall Farm is a working farm. But
every fall, owners David and Susan Cox invite the public to
enjoy this 362-acre destination and get a glimpse of farm life
in action. They host school field trips during the week, and on
weekends they invite families to explore the eight-acre corn
maze, search for pumpkins in the six-acre pumpkin patch or
enjoy a fall hayride. Open Sept. through Nov. Mon. – Thurs.
9 a.m. to 3 p.m., Sat. 9 a.m. to 6 p.m., Sun. 11 a.m. to 6 p.m.
(410) 610-0094
Continue SOUTH on Route 231 (Hallowing Point Road) 0.1
miles to LEFT on Route 508 (Adelina Road). Go 0.1 miles to
vineyard on LEFT.

Running Hare Vineyard
150 Adelina Road, Prince Frederick
From the highest point in this young vineyard, eight acres
of grapevines stretch to the treeline, creating a breathtaking
backdrop for anything from a casual wine tasting to an elegant
outdoor wedding. Owners Mike and Barb Scarborough began
carving out this little corner of heaven on this 291-acre
Calvert farm in 2000, planting several varietals of grapes
including a Cayuga White, a Chambourcin and a Cabernet
Sauvignon, and processing the grapes in his state-of-the-art,
on-site production facility. The wines have garnered several
international medals. On weekends, visitors can enjoy “wine
tastings in the vineyard,” complete with tours of the vines
and the winery. Bring a picnic lunch and enjoy this beautiful
and unique venue. (You may even want to rent the vineyard
for a wedding, reunion or other special event.) Open Wed.,
Thurs., Sat. and Sun. noon to 6 p.m., Fri. noon to 8 p.m.
(410) 414-8486, www.runningharevineyard.com

You Deserve
a Day-cation
You work hard,
and you’ve earned
it ... a one-day
vacation to rest
and relax. Plan a
mini-escape on the
Trails! Visit a corn
maze, a lighthouse
and an art gallery.
Spend the night at
a charming B&B.
Be sure to take
home more than a
beautiful memory:
handmade art
or jewelry, local
wine and gourmet
goodies make great
souvenirs!
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BACKTRACK to intersection of Route 231 and Route 2/4
(Solomons Island Road) in downtown Prince Frederick. Continue
through intersection and make an immediate RIGHT into the
Prince Frederick Center. CalvART Gallery is at the south end.

CalvART Gallery

Tell us about YOUR
Trails adventure at
www.somdtrails.com

Arts Council of Calvert County
110 S. Solomons Island Road, Prince Frederick
This sparkling gallery, a cooperative of Southern Maryland
artists, is a fusion of traditional and contemporary style with
an open metropolitan design. It features original works of
painting, sculpture, jewelry, pottery and photography. Plan
to spend a while; the selection is extensive and you will want
to enjoy every intricate detail. Open Wed. – Sun. 11 a.m.
to 5 p.m. (HC) (410) 535-9252, www.calvartgallery.org,
www.calvertarts.org
EXIT the parking lot (on south side) going LEFT on Duke
Street. Go 0.2 miles to RIGHT on Main Street. Immediately on
RIGHT is....

Chesapeake Gallery & House of Frames
475 Main Street, Prince Frederick
This elegant Georgian home-turned-gallery is filled with
rooms of original artwork, glass, sculpture, pottery, jewelry,
candles and more, all hand-chosen by owners Beverly and
Joe Smailek. Having trouble deciding between the floral on
canvas and the hand-pulled landscape print? Bring a photo
of your decor and Bev will lend her designer expertise to the
decision. (She occasionally even makes house calls.) Framing
is done on site, offering another level of customization to the
process. Open year-round Mon. – Fri. 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.,
Sat. 10 a.m. to 5:30 p.m., closed Sun. (HC) (410) 257-1420,
www.chesapeakeartandframe.com
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Go one block south, across the street to...

Main Street Gallery
486 Main Street, Prince Frederick
This gallery experience begins before you even set foot inside
— the path is lined with colorful marbles and bits of broken
pottery, bright beads are laced through tree branches and a
striking pond and waterfall are tinted vivid green! Inside,
owners Nancy Collery Klapper and her husband Jeff have
somehow managed to create an atmosphere both exuberant
and serene, at once dramatic and relaxing. The work of about
80 artists is represented, including potters, jewelry-makers,
painters and sculptors, and the front room features a guest
artist each month. Hand-pressed and hand-painted terra-cotta
clay tiles made by Parran Collery are a perennial favorite
with customers. (Tip: Ask to see the working tile studio out
back. Nancy or Jeff will be happy to give you a tour, talk
about the fascinating tile-making process and give you a
glimpse of works in progress. What a treat!) Open April –
mid-Feb. Wed. – Sat. 11 a.m. to 5 p.m., Sun. in Nov. and Dec.
(410) 535-3334, www.nancysmainstreetgallery.com
Continue on Main Street 1.3 miles to LEFT on Route 2/4 S.
(Solomons Island Road). Go 0.6 miles to RIGHT on Route 506
(Sixes Road), 1.7 miles to LEFT on Grays Road, then 0.2 miles
to park on RIGHT.

Battle Creek Cypress Swamp
Sanctuary & Nature Center
2880 Grays Road, Prince Frederick
Where else can you roam through a swamp without getting
your feet wet? At BCCSS, a boardwalk trail winds through
one of the northernmost stands of bald cypress trees in North
America. In addition to the fascinating cypress “knees,” your
swamp walk might include glimpses of bright red cardinal
flowers, the hum of frogs and crickets and a host of other
wildlife surprises. A national natural landmark, the park has
a nature center with exhibits and demonstrations. Open yearround Tues. – Sat. 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., Sun. 1 p.m. to 5 p.m.
(HC) (410) 535-5327, www.calvertparks.org

www.somdtrails.com
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Backtrack to RIGHT on Route 2/4 S. (Solomons
Island Road). Go 1.6 miles to RIGHT on Route 264
(Broomes Island Road), then 0.4 miles to school
on RIGHT.

Port Republic School No. 7
3080 Broomes Island Road, Port Republic
This restored one-room schoolhouse is a living
museum for hundreds of students and visitors
each year, depicting the days when rural Calvert
schoolchildren walked miles to school when not
harvesting crops. The structure was built in 1870 and was in
continuous use until 1932 when schools were consolidated. It
was restored as a bicentennial project in 1976 by the Calvert
Retired Teachers Association. It’s open only a few days a year,
but worth a visit. Open Sundays only in May and June, 2
p.m to 4 p.m. (410) 586-0161
Back to RIGHT on Route 2/4 S. (Solomons Island Road). Go
0.4 miles to LEFT on Parkers Creek Road. Go STRAIGHT
through the intersection of Route 765, 0.4 miles to RIGHT on
Scientists Cliffs Road, then 0.8 miles to entrance of American
Chestnut Land Trust on LEFT. (More trails and the ACLT office
are located on Double Oak Road, off East Dares Beach Road,
in Prince Frederick.)

American Chestnut Land Trust

On the Water
This symbol means the
site is on the water. Ask if
you can come by boat!

Autumn at ACLT.

Scientists Cliffs Road, Port Republic
Enjoy a leisurely hike through 15 miles of natural trails or
join a guided canoe trip on Parkers Creek and view what has
been called the most pristine watershed on the western shore
of the Chesapeake Bay. ACLT is a local nonprofit organization
working to preserve the natural and cultural resources of
Calvert County, primarily in the Governors Run and Parkers
Creek watersheds. ACLT owns more than 900 acres and
manages an additional 1,800 on behalf of the Maryland
Department of Natural Resources and is a member-supported
nonprofit organization. Trails open year-round; guided canoe
trips require advance registration and a $10 donation is
suggested. HC arrangements available if contacted prior to
visit. (410) 414-3400, www.acltweb.org
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Turn LEFT on Scientists Cliffs Road. Go 0.3
miles to RIGHT on Birch Road (sign says
Gate B), 0.2 miles to slight RIGHT on Balsam
Road, then 0.1 miles to sharp bend in road (to
LEFT). Parking/studio entrance is on LEFT
immediately after bend.

Tree House Studio / Mimi Little
3820 Balsam Road, Port Republic
Mimi explores issues through the medium
of paint and collage, using bold color and
pattern to capture the personality and life
of her subjects. A series of works from a
trip to Haiti celebrates the culture, color
and life of the people there. Another series,
born from her work with the American
Chestnut Land Trust, captures the beauty
of the area’s disappearing tobacco barns.
And her latest series explores the clear color
and light of Southwest Florida, where she
spends part of each year. Open year-round
by appointment. (410) 586-1895, www.
mimilittle.com

Shop and dine on
the Trails. Your dollars
make a difference!

Backtrack to LEFT on Route 2/4 S. (Solomons Island Road). Go 2.5 miles to LEFT
on Calvert Beach Road, 0.4 miles to roundabout, (take third exit to stay on Calvert
Beach Road), 1.3 miles to slight RIGHT on
Long Beach Drive, 0.4 miles to RIGHT on
Maple Road. Studio is second house on the LEFT.

Water’s Edge Art Studio / Joan Humphreys
6022 Maple Road, St. Leonard
When you tour Joan’s studio, you get a rare look at her artistic
journey through the past few years. Her media range from
watercolors, acrylics, oils and pastels to photography, mixed
media and silk. Her paintings vibrate with color and life, and
her style is casual and inviting with a twist of sophistication. Joan’s recent explorations include handmade jewelry
crafted from recycled elements, a technique which arose
from her desire to repurpose discarded materials. Original
works, giclee prints, note cards and jewelry are available, and
Joan also creates a desk calendar featuring her work which
you can buy in the fall. Open year-round by appointment.
(410) 586-3516, www.joanhumphreys.com
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Back to RIGHT on Long Beach Drive, 0.4 miles to RIGHT on
Bayview Road. Go up the hill 0.1 miles to studio on LEFT.

Vista Bay Studio / Ann Crain
6032 Bayview Road, St. Leonard
Spirit, warmth and a touch of whimsy are the hallmarks
of Ann’s style. Her paintings resonate with a strong sense
of depth and texture, often enhanced by sophisticated
collage elements on canvas, paper and panels. Her work
is represented in galleries on the East Coast and in private
collections throughout the world. Inspiration for Ann’s work
is drawn from the local landscape and her fascination with
color and light. Her mastery of a mixture of mediums and
her deftness with color combine to create pieces that delight
the eye and inspire the imagination. Open year-round by
appointment. (410) 586-1765, www.anncrainart.com
Backtrack to roundabout in St. Leonard. Continue straight
(Calvert Beach Road) 0.2 miles to LEFT on Route 2/4 S. (Solomons Island Road), then 1.7 miles to RIGHT on Parran Road,
1.8 miles to slight LEFT on Mackall Road, then 1.7 miles to
winery on LEFT.

Perigeaux Vineyards and Winery
8650 Mackall Road, St. Leonard
In 1998, John Behun and Mark Flemming had a dream of
creating a winery and vineyards on 22 acres of gorgeous
Calvert County farmland. They laid the groundwork in 2001,
planting the first vines in what was to become Perigeaux
Vineyards and Winery, a microwinery specializing in small
batches of handcrafted, quality wines. In 2006, they planted
a second vineyard and founded the winery with the first
estate bottled vintage from the 2005 harvest. Today, the
eight acres of vines produce eight varietals; roughly 14 tons
of grapes are harvested by hand over a period of several
weeks, then processed, aged and bottled on the premises. A
lovely brick structure adorned with Tuscan columns makes
you feel as if you’re in the south of France. The winery uses
IPM (integrated pest management) practices. Wine available
retail and wholesale. Open Sat. and Sun. noon to 5 p.m.
(410) 586-2710, www.perigeaux.com

www.somdtrails.com

86

Fossils and Farmscapes Ramble
Continue on Mackall Road 1.1 miles to park entrance.

Jefferson Patterson Park & Museum
10515 Mackall Road, St. Leonard
Jefferson Patterson Park & Museum, a state museum of
archaeology, is situated on 560 acres and 2.5 miles of
waterfront along the Patuxent River and St. Leonard Creek.
Visitors can spend a carefree day picnicking, biking, hiking the
trails and exploring the Visitor & Exhibit Center, Children’s
Discovery Room and recreated Eastern Woodland Indian
Village. JPPM is a great destination for canoe and kayak
enthusiasts who will appreciate the scenic views along
St. Leonard Creek. On the grounds, you’ll find the Maryland
Archaeological Conservation Laboratory, a state-of-the-art
facility dedicated to research, conservation and storage of
Maryland artifacts. More than 70 archaeological sites have
been identified on the property, reflecting more than 12,000
years of human occupation of this area. JPPM offers scheduled
educational tours, programs, workshops and activities
throughout the year. Open mid-April through mid-Oct. Wed.
– Sun. 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Off-season hours Mon. – Fri., 9 a.m.
to 5 p.m. (HC) (410) 586-8500, www.jefpat.org
Backtrack to RIGHT on Route 2/4 S. (Solomons Island Road),
then 5 miles to Chesapeake’s Bounty on LEFT.

Chesapeake’s Bounty

A Cut Above
As local farmers
experiment with
alternative agriculture,
the flower industry in
Southern Maryland has
bloomed. You can buy
cut flowers and nursery
plants at many farms
and roadside stands.

6415 St. Leonard Road, St. Leonard
Chesapeake’s Bounty is a cornucopia of fresh produce, live
seafood, lush plants and much more. In its new location on the
Parran farm, this shop offers a colorful and tempting array of
goodies in summer and winter. You can pick up strawberries,
blueberries, tomatoes and even herbs in the summer, or stop
in for some lively crabs (hard and soft shell), oysters, honey
or farm-fresh eggs. When the winter chill sets in, you’ll find
Christmas trees, wreaths or firewood. Many of the products
are grown on site, some with sustainable organic practices,
and the owners are planning more pick-your-own fruit patches
in the near future. This family-owned business specializes
in warm welcomes and community commitment. Hours
vary seasonally, generally 9 a.m. to dusk. (410) 586-3881,
www.chesapeakesbounty.com

87
Continue SOUTH on Route 2/4 S. (Solomons Island Road) 0.8
miles to LEFT on Flag Pond Parkway. Follow signs to park.

Flag Ponds Nature Park
1525 Flag Pond Parkway, Lusby
One of the hidden gems of this Trail, Flag Ponds beckons a
visitor to be still and discover this region’s quiet pleasures.
There are several miles of trails through pine-scented shade;
go slowly or you may miss a curious lizard lurking near the
boardwalk or a seldom-seen butterfly pollinating a native
plant. The shady trails open to a spectacular stretch of beach
where the fossil hunting is fine. Flag Ponds was once a thriving
pound net fishery. Today the “Buoy Hotel” houses a fascinating
exhibit on the Bay’s old-time fishing industry. Open Memorial
Day through Labor Day Mon. – Fri. 9 a.m. to 6 p.m., Sat.
and Sun. 9 a.m. to 8 p.m. Labor Day through Memorial Day
Sat. and Sun. 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., closed weekdays. (Partially
HC) (410) 586-1477, www.calvertparks.org
Back to LEFT on Route 2/4 S. (Solomons Island Road). Go 2.6
miles to LEFT on Route 765 (H.G. Trueman Road), then 1.3
miles to park entrance.

Calvert Cliffs State Park
9500 H.G. Trueman Road, Lusby
The cliffs that dominate the shoreline of the Chesapeake
Bay for 30 miles along this Trail were formed more than 15
million years ago when all of Southern Maryland was covered
by a warm, shallow sea. More than 600 species of fossils
have been identified from these cliffs, including the teeth
of various species of sharks. There is a 1.8-mile walk to the
beach, where you can picnic, hike or just wander the shoreline.
Open year-round daily. (301) 743-7613, www.dnr.state.md.
us/publiclands/southern/calvertcliffs.html
Continue SOUTH on Route 765 S. (H.G. Trueman Road). Go
0.5 miles to LEFT on Cove Point Road, then 0.4 miles to winery
on RIGHT.

Cove Point Winery
755 Cove Point Road, Lusby
Cove Point Winery is a small boutique winery — the first
licensed and bonded Class 4 Winery in Southern Maryland.
Owners Tim and Sheryl Lewis obtain grapes and juice from
local growers and from their own vineyard. They produce
more than two dozen wines, including several award-winning
vintages, which are available directly from the winery (stop in
for a tasting) and at many stores throughout Maryland. They
have cultivated a small experimental vineyard with plantings
of Cayuga White, Chardonnel, Merlot, Seyval, Foch, Catawba,
Dornfelder and others. Their goal is to produce a variety of
fantastic wines that the nonwine drinker will enjoy, as well
as impress the savvy connoisseur. Open Sat. and Sun. noon
to 5:30 p.m. (except for show weekends) and Mon. – Fri. by
appointment. (410) 326-0949, www.covepointwinery.com

www.somdtrails.com
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Backtrack to LEFT on Route 765 S. (H.G. Trueman Road), go 1.3 miles to LEFT on Route 760
(Rousby Hall Road), 1.2 miles to LEFT at roundabout to stay on Route 760 S., then 2.8 miles to
driveway on LEFT (look for white fence). Studio
is above garage.

Studio 56 / Joan McGill Kocen
13248 Rousby Hall Road, Lusby
A history buff and home restoration junkie, Joan
has a continuing passion for all related subjects.
She works predominantly in oils (some prints are
available), and her work is sold in gift shops at
many historic sites throughout Southern Maryland. Open Jan.
through Nov. 20 by appointment only. (410) 326-3776
Backtrack to RIGHT at roundabout to stay on Route 760 (Rousby
Hall Road). Go 1.3 miles to LEFT on Route 2/4 S. (Solomons
Island Road), 1.8 miles to RIGHT on Monticello Lane, then 0.1
miles to LEFT on Garner Lane. Follow signs.

Solomons Island Winery

Worth a Note
Solomons takes its name
from Isaac Solomon, a
19th-century Baltimore
businessman who
established an oyster
cannery on the island
shortly after the Civil War.

151 Garner Lane, Lusby
Solomons Island Winery is a boutique home winery producing
small lots of handcrafted wines. Though young, Solomons
Island Winery has received critical acclaim, including an
award for Best Dry White Wine in the 2004 Governors Cup
competition for its Sauvignon Blanc. Schedule a tour and
tasting to see what all the fuss is about, then ask for the wines
by name at many stores and restaurants throughout Southern
Maryland. (Check the website for a full list.) Open year-round
by appointment between noon and 5 p.m. (Closed Mon.)
(HC) (410) 394-1933, www.solomonsislandwinery.com
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Backtrack to RIGHT on Route 2/4 S. Go 0.3 miles to U-turn at
Patuxent Point Parkway (to go NORTH on Route 2/4 N.) Go 0.2
miles to RIGHT on Dowell Road; Brewery is on the LEFT.

Ruddy Duck Brewery & Grill
13200 Dowell Road, Solomons
Southern Maryland’s first and only brewery, the Ruddy Duck
features fresh brewed beer and from-scratch meals made from
local produce, meats and seafood. The lively but laid-back atmosphere is enhanced by lots of live music and themed events.
Be sure to try the beer flight featuring all the Duck’s favorites.
Partners Carlos Yanez and Michael Kelley paid tribute to the
area’s agricultural heritage, using lumber from an old tobacco
barn in the construction of the building. Open year-round.
Check the website for hours. (410) 394-3825,
www.ruddyduckbrewery.com
Continue SOUTH on Dowell Road 0.4 miles to
park entrance.

Annmarie Garden Sculpture
Park & Arts Center
13480 Dowell Road, Solomons
You know you’re in for a memorable art
experience from the moment you pass
through the handmade ceramic gates gracing
this 30-acre sculpture park and arts center. A beautiful blend
of art and nature, this site features a shady path through the
sculpture garden, a new arts building, a studio school and
an ever-changing calendar of exhibits, activities, programs
and classes. Kids and adults alike will enjoy the fascinating
outdoor sculpture (much of it on loan from the Smithsonian
Institution). Set out on one of the outdoor scavenger hunts
for an unforgettable art walk. In the new arts building, you’ll
find two floors of exhibits (selected to appeal to all ages) in a
beautiful open space looking out on the sculpture park, a gift
shop (featuring work by many local artists!) and a café with
an outdoor patio. At the studio school, classes and workshops
are offered in a relaxed and friendly arts environment that
will challenge the beginning or experienced student. (There
is a fee to enjoy the facility.) Park open daily 9 a.m. to
5 p.m. Arts Center open Wed. – Mon. 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. (HC)
(410) 326-4640, www.annmariegarden.org

www.somdtrails.com
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Continue SOUTH on Dowell Road. At 0.6 miles, enter
Calvert Marina. Continue STRAIGHT 0.3 miles along
(the gravel road closest to water) to restaurant on
RIGHT.

Four Winds Café

www.somdtrails.com

14755 Dowell Road, Solomons
Lots of good things come in this small package, a
delightful café tucked away in a corner of Solomons
Harbor, just a short hop off the beaten path. The first
is the view, a sparkling expanse of water, boats and
sky spread out around the café’s covered deck. Grab
a chair, put your feet up and enjoy one any number
of delightful delicacies whipped up by chef Cheryl
Dent. You can’t go wrong with crab cakes, seafood
chowder or the crab dip (it’s a work of art!). Watch the
local watermen bring in the day’s catch (which is often
on the menu). There’s free wi-fi, but seriously, you’ll
want to put away the gadgets and enjoy the food and
the day. The café is pet-friendly, and you can come by
boat. Sun. and Thurs. 11 a.m. to 7 p.m., Fri. and Sat. 11 a.m.
to 9:30 p.m. (Please call ahead; hours subject to change.)
(410) 394-6373, www.fourwindscafe.net
Back to LEFT on Route 2/4 S. (Solomons Island Road). Go 0.3
miles to LEFT at stoplight (to stay on Route 2/4 S.), then 0.9
miles slight RIGHT (loops under bridge), then LEFT on Route
2/4 N., then 0.1 miles to RIGHT on Route 2/4 S. Museum is
on LEFT.

Calvert Marine Museum
14200 Solomons Island Road, Solomons
This site is an interactive, animated, jump-right-in treat
for kids of any age! Discover a remarkable world where
freshwater and saltwater meet in the 15-tank “estuarium,”
stroll the outdoor marsh walk in search of fiddler crabs,
herons and egrets and meet the delightful residents of the otter
habitat! Have you ever seen a mermaid’s purse? The “Skates
and Rays of the Mid-Atlantic” exhibit will introduce you to
these and other “batoid” oddities. Kids will love the interactive
discovery room. And be sure to bring along the fossils
you’ve found on your Trails trip and identify them here! The
museum is home to Drum Point Lighthouse, a fully furnished,
century-old “screwpile” lighthouse. Ten miles north is Cove

Opened in 1977, the Gov. Thomas Johnson Bridge (AKA Patuxent River
bridge) connects Solomons to St. Mary’s County.
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Point Lighthouse, Maryland’s oldest
continuously operating lighthouse. Open
daily 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Office open 8:30
a.m. to 4:30 p.m. (HC) (410) 326-2042,
www.calvertmarinemuseum.com
Continue SOUTH on Route 2/4 S. (Solomons Island Road) 0.2 miles to LEFT on C
Street. Go 0.2 miles to sharp RIGHT into
parking lot.

The Dry Dock Restaurant
251 C Street, Solomons
Serving fine food and drink for 30 years,
The Dry Dock has long been a favorite waterfront destination
for boaters and landlubbers alike. Chefs make use of available
local products in season to create a menu with zest and
diversity, as well offering favorite classics like blackened
rockfish, Maryland crab cakes, seared Atlantic salmon and
filet mignon. Starters include pan-fried oysters, Panko-crusted
soft shell crab and butternut squash ravioli. Open year-round
Mon. – Sat. 4:30 p.m. to 10 p.m., Sun. 10 a.m. to 9 p.m.
Reservations suggested. (410) 326-4817
Back to LEFT on Route 2/4 S. (Solomons Island Road). Go
0.2 miles to LEFT on Alexander Lane. Go 0.3 miles to inn on
LEFT.

Back Creek Inn, LLC
210 Alexander Lane, Solomons
For more than 125 years, this waterman’s home has stood on
the tree-lined banks of Back Creek, one of Southern Maryland’s scenic waterways. Since 1987, artist Carol Pennock
has created a peaceful retreat setting, great for getaways and
business travelers. The inn has a unique blend of old traditions
and modern conveniences, including a meeting area, bikes,
kayak launching and boat slips. Arrive by either land or sea,
and allow the breathtaking waterfront view, private baths,
secluded cottage with massage tub, stunning gardens and
full country breakfast restore you. Open year-round daily.
(410) 326-2022, www.backcreekinnbnb.com

Yawn vs. Yum
Want to take your meals
from mediocre to mouthwatering? You can be a
better cook instantly by
upgrading to the freshest
ingredients! You’ll find a
directory of markets and
farms selling locally grown
products online at www.
somarylandsogood.com.
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Continue SOUTH on Route 2/4 S. (Solomons Island Road) 0.2
miles to Carmen’s Gallery on LEFT.

Carmen’s Gallery

Chessie
Spotting
A manatee? Maybe ... or
maybe a genuine animal
anomaly! It’s rumored
that Southern Maryland
has its very own resident
sea monster dubbed
“Chessie,” perhaps a
distant cousin of Nessie
from Loch Ness. Photos
and videos have been
recorded of a strangelooking animal frolicking
in Bay waters.

14550 Solomons Island Road, Solomons
From the moment you enter the rich, jewel-toned rooms
of Carmen’s Gallery, you know you have discovered a true
gem of the area. Bella will be your feline escort (or perhaps
she’ll just supervise) as you roam two floors of artwork
created by local, regional and world-renowned artists. This
restored Victorian house, once owned by famed boat builder
M.M. Davis, is the perfect setting for paintings, sculpture,
pottery, handmade jewelry and much more. Ask about special
shows and demonstrations. Carmen’s also offers custom
framing. Open year-round. Call for hours. (Partially HC)
(410) 326-2549, www.carmensgallery.com
Just past Carmen’s on LEFT you will find...

Kim’s Key Lime Pie and Lotus Kitchen
14618 Solomons Island Road, Solomons
Local chefs Amanda Comer and Kelly Guilfoyle have vowed
to carry on Kim’s tradition of the best Key lime pie around.
Add to that the lure of flavorful soups, salads and sandwiches,
all made with simple, fresh and comfortable food, and this
destination becomes a tasty tribute to the bounty of our local
agricultural community and a great place to grab a snack.
They have wine and microbrews too! Open year-round.
Hours are seasonal; please call ahead or just stop by!
(410) 326-8469
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Follow driveway just past Kim’s, back to...

Blue Heron Inn - A Bed and Breakfast
14614 Solomons Island Road, Solomons
Innkeepers Amanda and Chris Comer have created an
atmosphere of tranquil luxury in this balconied Charleston
Colonial overlooking the harbor. The water views outside are
stunning and can be enjoyed from each of the four beautifully
appointed guest rooms. A gourmet breakfast is included with
your stay and is truly a delight, prepared by Chef Amanda, who
received her culinary training from Le Cordon Bleu in Paris
and The Culinary Institute of America in Hyde Park, New York.
In addition, a dinner menu which changes each week is offered
to overnight guests with advance reservations. The buzz about
town: a bistro open to the public is in the works! Open yearround. (HC) (410) 326-2707, www.blueheronbandb.com
Continue SOUTH on Route 2/4 S. (Solomons Island Road). After
road bends to the LEFT and becomes Charles Street, go 0.2
miles to RIGHT into the parking area of the inn.

Find updated site
information at
www.somdtrails.com

Solomons Victorian Inn
125 Charles Street, Solomons
Solomons Victorian Inn, known locally as “the Davis House,”
was built in 1906 by shipbuilder Clarence Davis. (The Davis
shipyard built some of the Chesapeake’s finest yachts.) The
house is now an eight-room B&B surrounded by sumptuous
gardens featuring many plants indigenous to the area. (Garden
lovers take note: in 2005, this garden was certified by the
Maryland Cooperative Extension Service as part of the “Bay
Wise” program.) Helen and Richard Bauer will be your
hosts; escape to the porch with a book, enjoy spectacular
views of Solomons Harbor or reserve the Solomons Sunset
Suite and relax in the whirlpool. Open year-round daily.
(410) 326-4811, www.solomonsvictorianinn.com
This marks the end of the Fossils and Farmscapes Ramble. If you
would like to continue to the Barnwood and Beach Glass Loop,
backtrack to Route 4 and cross the Solmons bridge.

October is
Trails Month!

